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July 27, 2026

The Honorable Dawn Addis
State Capitol, Room 4120
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 2134 (Addis) City council members: absences without permission.
As Amended June 4, 2026 — SUPPORT

Dear Assemblymember Addis,

The Sonoma County Mayor’s and Councilmembers’ Association is pleased to support your bill,
Assembly Bill 2134 (Addis). This measure would establish a locally flexible written notification
process for council members taking parental leave and ensure that such leave does not count
toward existing absence limits that could otherwise trigger a vacancy. Under the bill, council
members taking leave would notify their city in writing rather than make the declaration at a
public meeting. Expanding access to parental leave helps make public service more inclusive and
accessible.

While we support AB 2134 and believe it is a good first step to support new parents, we would
also like the bill expanded to include family leave and personal health leave processes so that
councilmembers can address sensitive healthcare matters as they arise.

By ensuring that council members can take appropriate leave without risking a vacancy, AB
2134 removes a potential barrier to local elected office and supports broader participation in
civic leadership. This helps ensure that city councils are more reflective of the communities they
serve.

The Sonoma County Mayor’s and Councilmembers’ Association is pleased to support AB 2134
and respectfully requests your AYE vote. If you have any questions regarding our position,
please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

iU MeLewis
Jill McLewis (Jul 27, 2026 15:03:56 PDT)
Jill McLewis
Chair, Sonoma County Mayor’s and Councilmembers’ Association
Mayor, City of Sebastopol
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Cec:

Senator Mike McGuire

Senator Christopher Cabaldon
Assemblymember Damon Connolly
Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry
Assemblymember Chris Rogers

League of California Cities
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