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April 13, 2026

The Honorable Isaac Bryan

Chair, Assembly Natural Resources Committee
1020 N Street, Room 164

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 2517 (Calderon) Fire safety: Fire hazard severity zones.
Notice of SUPPORT (As Introduced on February 20, 2026)

Dear Chair Bryan,

On behalf of the Sonoma County Mayor’s and Councilmembers’ Association, | write to
express our support for AB 2517 (Calderon), which would improve the Fire Hazard
Severity Zone (FHSZ) designation process conducted by the Office of the State Fire
Marshal by ensuring consistent and timely updates to the local responsibility area FHSZ
maps and establishing a more transparent, publicly accessible process at the state level
for developing and releasing these designations.

The threat of wildfires is of growing concern across California, and as communities in
Sonoma County we have witnessed, first hand, the increase in frequency and severity of
catastrophic wildfires in the past decade. Under current law, fire hazard severity zone
designations are released by the Office of the State Fire Marshal and applied in both the
state and local responsibility areas to provide the state’s best available science of
environmental conditions, such as slope, vegetation, and wind patterns, that can spread a
wildfire.

The local responsibility area (LRA) FHSZ designations are only required to be periodically
re-reviewed every five years and existing statute does not require comprehensive
updates to the designations. Prior to the most recent release in 2025, the LRA FHSZ
maps had not been updated over the past 15 years. Important concerns were raised last
year when the maps were updated, including the accuracy of land use information,
including split parcels with multiple designations and the classification of developed
areas such as parking lots and bodies of water being designated as very high fire hazard
severity zones. These issues create challenges for local jurisdictions who are required to
adopt these maps by ordinance and host public comment locally without the ability to
respond to the public concerns regarding the model and data.

AB 2517 would address these concerns by clarifying how and when the LRA FHSZ maps
are updated, including how the public can engage meaningfully in the process. The bill
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would establish a five-year update cycle for the LRA FHSZ maps, a preliminary public
release of the maps, require the disclosure of the data, models, and methodology used to
develop the designations, and provide opportunities for regional workshops and public
comment before maps are transmitted to the local agency for local ordinance adoption.
These steps are critical to ensuring public transparency and consistency in how these
maps are updated to help protect communities from the threat of wildfires.

For these reasons, the Sonoma County Mayor’s and Councilmembers’ Association
respectfully support AB 2517 (Calderon) and urge your ‘AYE’ vote when the bill in heard
in committee.

Sincerely,
(7/” M&L@W/K

Jill McLewis (Apr 13, 2026 13:56:41 PDT)
Jill McLewis

Chair, Sonoma County Mayor’s and Councilmembers’ Association Legislative Committee
Mayor, City of Sebastopol

Cc:

Senator Mike McGuire

Senator Christopher Cabaldon
Assemblymember Damon Connolly
Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry
Assemblymember Chris Rogers
League of California Cities
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