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December 29, 2020 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Board 
County of Sonoma, Board of Supervisors 
575 Administration Drive, 100A 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
Attn: Darin A. Bartow  
Darin.bartow@sonoma-county.org  
 
RE: Golden Gate Bridge, Highway & Transportation District Letter of 
Interest 
 
Dear Mayors and Councilmembers, 
 
The Golden Gate Bridge Highway and Transportation District is a fundamental 
part of my family story and history. My family originally moved to San Francisco 
in the 1880s. My great-grandfather would use the early ferry system to get grapes 
from Sonoma County to bring to his small production facility in North Beach. I 
grew up listening to stories from my grandfather about his afternoons spent 
watching the bridge being built and his pride in crossing it on opening day. For 
him, the bridge opened up the possibility of a better, more affordable life in the 
North Bay. Golden Gate Transit busses made it feasible for both my mother and 
father's parents to move their families from San Francisco to Marin and Sonoma 
counties while still keeping their jobs in the city. My grandmother, who 
immigrated to the U.S. from Nicaragua in the 1940s, would ride a Golden Gate 
Transit bus every day from Cotati to her job cleaning rooms at the St. Francis 
Hotel in order to provide for her family in Sonoma County. My father and mother 
would also make daily trips on the bus for their education and jobs in the city. 
 
The Golden Gate Bridge Highway and Transportation District has given so much 
to my family, and I feel that it is only fitting for me to give back in service to the 
district in its time of greatest economic need. Ferry ridership is down 90+ percent. 
Bus ridership and bridge crossings are down to their lowest levels in a generation. 
  
Strong leadership, fiscal expertise, and creative planning will be necessary to 
preserve jobs and levels of service over the next few years. My extensive 
background in business, backed by a masters degree in Business Management, 
will pair perfectly with my experience in local government in tackling the 
challenges facing the District.  
  
I have served on multiple Committees and Commissions while representing the 
Windsor community as Town Councilmember and Mayor. In my roles as a 
Planning Commissioner, Councilmember, and Mayor I have addressed 
transportation issues at all levels of government, including the review of 
development and capital projects at the local level, addressing the provision of 
transit service and the arrival of commuter rail to Windsor at the regional level, 
and advocating for funding and project commitments at the state level. I have also 
played an active role in developing transportation goals and policies as part of 
longer-term planning efforts. Transportation decisions and policy-making require 
careful consideration and experience to ensure the best investments are made in 
meeting our future transportation needs and to ensure the systems we invest in 
provide a viable alternative to the automobile to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

 
 
 
Town of Windsor 
9291 Old Redwood Highway 
P.O. Box 100 
Windsor, CA 95492-0100 
Phone: (707) 838-1000 
Fax: (707) 838-7349 
www.townofwindsor.com 
  
 
 
 At-large Mayor 
 Dominic Foppoli 
 
 Vice Mayor 
 Sam Salmon 
 
 Councilmember District 3 
 Debora Fudge 
 
 Councilmember 
 Esther Lemus 
   
 Town Manager 
 Ken MacNab 
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I believe that it is key for the success of our young SMART system to have a 
strong ferry connection that is functioning well. Golden gate busses have served 
our most economically vulnerable communities in Sonoma County for more than 
50 years, and for many Sonoma County residents, they are just as important now 
as they were when they first began. 
 
I humbly ask for your support to serve as the Sonoma County Mayors and 
Councilmembers representative to the Golden Gate Bridge Highway and 
Transportation District's Board of Directors. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dominic Foppoli 
At-large Mayor 
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City Council

Gerard Giudice
Mayw

Jackie Elward
Vice Mayor

Susan Hollingsworth Adams

Willy Linares

Pam Stafford
Councilrnernbers

Darrin Jenkins
CW Manager

Don Schwartz
Assistant9ry Manager

Michelle Marchetta Kenyon
City Attomey

Sergio Rudin
AssistantCity Attomey

Nishil Bali
Finance Director

Sylvia Lopez Cuevas
Clty Clerl<

Tim Mattos
Public Safe$ Director

John McArthur
Director of PubkWorks and

Comnunity Selices

Mary Grace Pawson
Director of

Developnent Seruices

Victoria Penault
Human Resources Director

at

Gerard Giudice
Mayor

December 16,2020

Deputy Clerk of the Board
County of Sonoma, Board of Supervisors
575 Administration Drive, 1004
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
Attn: Darin A. Bartow
Email: darin. bartow@sonoma-countv.oro

Re: Golden Gate Bridge, Highway & Transportation District Letter of lnterest

Dear Honored Members of the Mayors and Councilmembers Association and the
City Selection Committee,

I am writing to respectfully request your support for the appointment to the Golden
Gate Bridge, Highway & Transportation District City Selection Committee.

I have a great appreciation for the continued work being done to keep traffic moving
safely and efficiently along Highway 101 , and I would like to be part of the process
as you continue to look at various ways to increase optimization of bus routes, ferry
routes, and passenger capacity.

As you know, Rohnert Park continues to grow on both sides of Highway 101 with
both residential and commercial development, and it is imperative we continue to
support our curent commuter options.

For the last 10 years, I have served on the Rohnert Park Planning Commission, and
I believe I can bring a unique perspective as member of the Golden Gate Bridge,
Highway & Transportation City Selection Committee.

Thank you for your consideration of my request for appointment to the Golden
Gate Bridge, Highway & Transportation City Selection Committee. Please feel
free to contact me should you have any questions at (707) 332'1162, ar by email

I appreciate your support.

S

130 Avram Avenue o Rohnert Park CA o 94928 . (707)588-2226 o Fax (707)794-9248
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December 7, 2020 
 
 
 
Deputy Clerk of the Board 
County of Sonoma, Board of Supervisors 
575 Administration Drive, 100A 
Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
Attn: Darin A. Bartow 
Via Email: darin.bartow@sonoma-county.org 
 
Re: Request for Appointment to LAFCO   
 
Dear Mayors and Councilmembers, 
 
After serving as your Sonoma County Mayors’ and Councilmembers’ alternate representative on the 
Sonoma County Local Area Formation Commission (LAFCO) since 2010, I would like to ask for your 
support in appointment to fill the full city representative position that will be vacated by my colleague, 
Mayor Teresa Barrett of Petaluma. 
 
During my time on LAFCO as an alternate representing our cities, I’ve rarely missed a meeting. I’ve been 
an active participant and voice in many important decisions that have had great impact on our county. 
We have worked for equity in bringing Roseland out of county island status; to protect the interests of 
public in regard to the Palm Drive Heath Care District; and to begin the complex process of determining 
the future of the fire service in Sonoma County. 
 
I know we all agree that having safe, efficient and dependable fire protection throughout Sonoma 
County will be crucial. I believe my thirty years of experience with the Novato Fire Protection District as 
a firefighter, paramedic and fire captain will be helpful in finding the best path forward. Along with my 
experience, I will continue to support the LAFCO values of encouraging the orderly formation of local 
government agencies, promoting the efficient provision of public services, preserving agricultural land 
and open-space resources, and promoting orderly growth and discouraging urban sprawl. 
 
I would be honored to serve as one of your city representatives on LAFCO and respectfully ask for your 
vote. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 707 364-5654 or by email at 
MLandman@cotaticity.org, I would be happy to meet virtually and further discuss my background as 
well as hear your thoughts. 
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December 7, 2020, page 2 of 2 
 
 

 

Sincerely, 
Mark Landman 
Councilmember 
City of Cotati 
 
 
 
Cc: City Council  
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Office of the City Council 
100 Santa Rosa Avenue, Room 10 

Santa Rosa, CA  95404 

 

 

 

January 5, 2021 

 
 
Chair 
Sonoma County Mayors’ & Councilmembers’ Association 
Town of Windsor 
9291 Old Redwood Hwy, Building 400 
Windsor, CA  95492 
Attn: Maria De La O, CMC, Town Clerk 
 
RE: Request for Reappointment to the North Bay Division, League of California 
Cities 
 
Honorable Mayors and Councilmembers, 
 
I respectfully request your support to continue in my role as your Alternate to 
the North Bay Division, League of California Cities. 
 
I believe my 14 years on the Santa Rosa City Council, my established 
relationships with our region’s elected officials and my supportive reputation 
with the League well prepares me to continue in my present roll as your 
Alternate for the next two years. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
John J. Sawyer 
Council Member 
City of Santa Rosa 
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December 29, 2020 

Sonoma County Mayors and Councilmembers Association 

Attn: Sommer Hageman, Town of Windsor  

9291 Old Redwood Highway 

Windsor, CA 95492 

Re: Appointment to Metropolitan Transportation Commission  

Dear Sonoma County Mayors and Council Members, 

I am writing to ask for your support in appointing me to Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC). I 

am a fourth generation Sonoma County resident who has a background in land use planning and a career in 

advanced energy and transportation policy and market development.  

Transportation is rapidly changing and the opportunities to be innovative are endless. Now is the time to 

reframe our thinking and create a transportation system that is equitable, economical, and emissions-free. 

If appointed, my focus would be fourfold:  

Zero Emission Vehicles – The State has mandated light-, medium- and heavy-duty vehicles all must 

transition to be zero emissions. While this gives hope that we can achieve carbon neutrality and 

reduce harmful pollution in frontline communities, the impacts to our electrical grid and fleet 

management practices will be significant.  

Land Use – The new RHNA targets, coupled with our beloved urban growth boundaries, will force 

Sonoma County cities to prioritize infill and transit-oriented development. This will add congestion 

to existing roadways, add pedestrians and cyclists to streets that have been designed for cars, and 
create new opportunities for high-quality public transit and sustainable economic development.  

Disruption – Sea level rise and disruptive technologies like autonomous vehicles and e-bikes are 

coming fast. Evacuations from flooding and wildfires will be a concern for the foreseeable future. 

We must work with agencies across the Bay Area to mitigate threats, prioritize needs, and secure 

funding for critical initiatives.  

Transit & Equity – Minorities and low-income residents spend more of their income on 

transportation, and are disproportionately subjected to unsafe street conditions, poor accessibility, 

and toxic air quality. Most of Sonoma County does not qualify for funding from the state programs 

that use SB 535 and AB 1550 designations, so we need our MTC representative to understand the 

programs, and advocate for changes to program rules and funding from MTC.  

We are lucky to have the MTC as a venue to convene regional stakeholders, and collaboratively plan and 

resource the most pressing projects in Sonoma County, the North Bay, and throughout the Bay Area. My 

experience with land use, transportation and energy policy, and my commitment to progress through 

collaboration and courage qualify me to represent our community. If appointed, I will work hard to 

advocate for our community, keep all cities aware of the issues, and be a productive voice on the MTC as it 

finalizes and starts implementing Plan Bay Area 2050. 

For these reasons, I ask for your support. Please do not hesitate to contact me by phone at (707) 373-6414 

or by email at bbarnacle@cityofpetaluma.org if you would like to speak about this.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

 

Brian Barnacle, Petaluma City Councilmember-elect 
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